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The Church  
 “Spreading the Gospel” 

 

Leadership Coaching The purpose of this content is to help you sharpen your 

skills as a Small Group Leader. Each week we will include concepts, challenges, and resources 
designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple yourself. 
Abide grow as a disciple yourself 

• Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance for understanding and applying this week’s 
passage—Acts 11:19-26. 

• Complete the Daily Readings and journal your insights.  

o Day 1 Acts 8:1-8 
o Day 2 Acts 8:26-40 
o Day 3 Acts 10:1-23 
o Day 4 Acts 10:24-28 
o Day 5 Acts 11:19-30 

• Answer the questions from the Share and Discuss sections of the Group Guide and 
journal your insights.  

• Answer the Commit & Act question. Who are you going to invite to church next week?  

Lead learn to facilitate your group more effectively  

• As you facilitate the Share question, encourage people to be open about their 
experiences in inviting people to church or their reluctance to do so. 

• As you facilitate the Discuss questions use insights from your personal study as 
conversation prompts. 

• TIP As you do the Commit & Act activity ask each member to share the name of 
person they will invite to attend church this week. Encourage your group members to 
bathe their invitation and invitee in prayer. Tell them to make it as easy as possible for 
the person to attend—offer them a ride, meet at a specific place so they aren’t going 
into the sanctuary alone, etc. 

Shepherd know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 

• Connect: Connect with group members you sense are uneasy about inviting an 
unsaved person to church. Listen to them and encourage them with Scripture and 
prayer. 

• Pray: Pray for your group to be intentional about spreading the gospel. 

• Replenish: Replenish yourself by giving cheerfully and generously to the Missions 
ministry at First Norfolk.  
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Group Guide 

Open [10 min] 

• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small 
group guidelines. 

Share Ask a thought-provoking question to get the group focused [5 min] 

Have you ever invited an unsaved person to attend church with you? If yes, share the 
experience. If no, why not? 

Introduce [1 min]  
Now the gospel goes into new Gentile territory, Antioch, a key city in Syria. The persecution 
described in 8:1ff had scattered Christians as far as Antioch, about 300 miles north of 
Jerusalem. True to their commission, they had preached to Jews only; but some disciples 
began to preach to the Gentiles. —Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on the New Testament 

Read This week’s passage is Acts 11:19-26 [1 min]  

Discuss [33 min] 
This week’s focus is on spreading the gospel. Here are four points to consider. 

• Your Christian walk should reflect the transformative power of the gospel.  
[9 min] 

o Why is this important? What does this look like (Acts 11:24)? 
o Does this mean you need to “have it all together” before you share the gospel?  
o Should you share your personal struggles with sin as a saved person when talking about 

salvation with an unsaved person? Why or why not? 

• Your prayer life should include petitions for salvation for the unsaved people in 
your life (Who’s your ONE? Has been our emphasis this last year). [8 min] 

o Why is this important?  
o Do you consistently and fervently pray for the salvation of others? Why or why not? 

• Your prayer life should include a personal petition for opportunities to share the 
gospel, an awareness of when those opportunities present themselves, and the 
boldness to take advantage of them when they arise. [8 min] 

o Why should you pray for opportunities to share the gospel? Why do you need awareness 
of those opportunities and boldness? 

o How would this prayer change the way you go about your day? 

• Your role in spreading the gospel should include supporting the mission work at 
First Norfolk. [8 min] 
o Why is this important?  
o Brainstorm ways you can do this as a group—a monthly offering, adopting a church plant, 

sponsoring a member’s mission trip, etc. 

Commit & Act [5 min] 

Commit to inviting an unsaved person to attend church with you next Sunday. 

Close [5 min] 

As we close let’s ask God to transform First Norfolk into a church that is on mission every day.   

 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/news.aspx

